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[School] Students to Vote on Dorm Evictions for Drugs

Some Say Kicking Students to the Curb is Excessive & Harmful

CITY, ST – Students at [school] are criticizing the administration’s policy of automatically evicting dorm residents caught with drugs, including marijuana.  [School] Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) has placed an initiative on [day]’s student government election ballot that asks the student body whether or not the administration should continue its eviction policy.
“Kicking students out of their housing isn’t a sensible way to handle drug issues on campus; it just makes things worse for everyone,” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP.  “Having to search for another place to live after being kicked out of the dorms is stressful and time-consuming, and often prohibitively expensive.  Students should be focusing on their studies instead of having to look for alternative housing in the midst of a busy semester.”

Many [school] faculty members agree.  “Of course students who present a real risk to the physical safety of other residents, make it difficult for others to study, or damage university property should be removed from the dorms,” said [supportive professor].  “But the university shouldn’t arbitrarily evict students from their housing just because they were caught with small amounts of drugs.”

If the nonbinding question is approved, SSDP will have to pressure [decision-maker] to implement the student body’s will by repealing the dorm eviction policy.

For the full text of the ballot question and for more information visit [campaign website]

Students for Sensible Drug Policy, a national organization with college and high school chapters, is committed to providing education on harms caused by the War on Drugs, working to involve youth in the political process, and promoting an open, honest, and rational discussion of alternative solutions to our nation's drug problems.
#       #       #


(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)

