To the Editor:

As a [school] student, I’d like to urge the administration to respect students’ privacy in their campus homes. Unfortunately they currently don’t appear to be doing so, as evidenced by the frequent searches of dorm rooms based on nothing but mere suspicion.

Ideally, the relationship between the university and dorm residents would be one of a landlord and tenant, rather than a parent and child.  While dorms are university property, landlords are generally not allowed to enter their tenants’ apartments or homes without good reason and prior notice. 

The standard of evidence needed to search a dorm room should be the same as that needed for a landlord to search a tenant’s home.  The university shouldn’t have special privileges to invade students’ private spaces.

Students who want to stop the university from invading students’ privacy in their campus homes can contact me at [e-mail address or phone number] and come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.)
