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[School] Students Call On Administration to Save Students’ Lives

Good Samaritan Policy Aims to Prevent Drug Overdoses

CITY, ST – [School] students are calling on the school’s administration to encourage students involved in potential drug overdose situations to call for medical help by granting them amnesty from campus drug penalties.  Members of Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) have pledged to work with student and faculty leaders to craft a policy that promotes responsible action during life-threatening situations.

“Overdose deaths happen on college campuses constantly, and many of them can be prevented if we smarten up,” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP.  “In life or death situations, students need to be guaranteed by administrators that a call for help won’t get them in trouble. Otherwise, panicked students may hesitate to call for help, which could result in dire consequences for someone overdosing on alcohol or other drugs.”

Many [school] faculty members agree.  “The administration needs to ask themselves what’s more important: saving students’ lives or punishing them,” said [supportive professor].  “An increasing number of colleges and universities have enacted ‘good samaritan’ policies.  [School] should follow their lead and encourage students to protect their classmates’ health and safety.”

For the full text of the proposal and for more information visit [campaign website].

Students for Sensible Drug Policy is an international grassroots network of students who are concerned about the impact drug abuse has on our communities, but who also know that the War on Drugs is failing our generation and our society. SSDP mobilizes and empowers young people to participate in the political process, pushing for sensible policies to achieve a safer and more just future, while fighting back against counterproductive Drug War policies, particularly those that directly harm students and youth.
#       #       #

(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)

