To the Editor:

As a [school] student, it worries me that the on-campus disciplinary system fails to provide many of the protections that even serious criminal defendants enjoy in courts of law.

When students are brought before the on-campus kangaroo court, they are not even allowed to have a lawyer present to defend them against the charges.  The standard of evidence needed to convict a student of breaking campus rules is much less than the accepted standard of “beyond a reasonable doubt” that is used in real criminal courts.  All the administration has to do here on campus is show that you are “more likely than not” to have done something wrong.

Perhaps most disturbing is the fact that the disciplinary hearings here are closed to the campus community.  How are we supposed to know that administrators are abiding by even the lax rules that they’ve set up for themselves when everything they do is shielded behind closed doors?  Even criminal trials are open to the general public.

Students who want the university to treat us fairly when we’re accused of breaking the rules can contact me at [e-mail address or phone number] and come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.)



