Resolution Calling on [school] to Enact a Fair Student Disciplinary System
WHEREAS, [school] students accused of breaking campus policies are currently put through a disciplinary system that deprives them of even the most basic legal protections that people accused of committing crimes enjoy in courts of law; and

WHEREAS, the [school] disciplinary system doesn’t allow the accused to be represented by lawyers when answering the charges against them; and

WHEREAS, the standard of evidence used to convict students – that they are “more likely than not” to have broken a campus policy – pales in comparison to the fair and respected standard of “beyond a reasonable doubt” used in courts of law; and

WHEREAS, all student disciplinary proceedings at the university happen behind closed doors, hidden from the scrutiny of the campus community – even when accused students request that their hearings be opened to the public; and 

WHEREAS, when students are found guilty of breaking campus policies, their appeals are considered by [body that hears appeals], which is alarmingly close to [body that handles original hearings], leading many to question the sincerity and fairness with which appeals are handled.  Now therefore be it

RESOLVED, [student government] calls upon [school] to provide basic legal protections for students accused of breaking campus policies; and be it further

RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution be transmitted to [decision-makers].

