To the Editor:

As a [school] student, it scares me that our administrators invite outside law enforcement agencies to come to campus to arrest students for minor drug offenses.

Instead of calling in local, state, or federal police, the university should handle campus drug policy violations internally.  When outside law enforcement agencies get involved in policing campus drug issues, students have to go to court, miss classes, and are put at risk of receiving very harsh punishments.  

Students who get convicted of a drug offense in court can be fined or sent to jail, and are automatically stripped of their financial aid.  Further, a criminal record makes it more difficult for a student to find a decent job after graduation. Clearly, this does nothing to help individual students and harmfully interrupts the educational mission of the university.

In contrast, the campus judicial system is run by professionals who understand students’ unique needs and can help them stay engaged in the educational process.
Students who want to stop the university from calling the cops on us can contact me at [e-mail address or phone number] and come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.)
