To the Editor:

As a [school] student, it worries me that the administration encourages the use of a potentially-dangerous drug, alcohol, by setting harsher punishments for a much safer drug, marijuana.

Each and every year, drinking by college students contributes to 1,400 student deaths, 500,000 injuries and 70,000 sexual assaults or date rapes.  In contrast, no one has ever died from marijuana.  Ever.

But by setting ruthless punishments for marijuana while doling out relative slaps-on-the-wrist for alcohol, the university is essentially coercing students to put themselves at greater risk.  If administrators truly have students’ health and safety in mind, they will make sure that the penalties for marijuana are no greater than those for alcohol.

[School name] SSDP Is currently engaged in a campaign to pressure the administration to lower marijuana possession penalties to equal those for underage drinking.  The administration would be wise to adopt this policy in the interest of students’ safety.  Students who wish to get involved in the campaign can contact SSDP at [e-mail or phone number] or come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.  See http://www.saferchoice.org, http://www.mpp.org, and http://www.norml.org for more information and talking points on this issue.)



