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[School] Students Vote to End Disparity Between Marijuana and Alcohol Penalties

Students Say Marijuana is Safer than Drinking and Shouldn’t Be Punished More Harshly

CITY, ST – Students at [school] overwhelmingly voted to demand a reduction in marijuana penalties on campus, in recognition of the fact that marijuana use is much less harmful – both to those who use it and to the larger campus community – than alcohol.  Yet, students who use marijuana are punished much more harshly than those who drink alcohol.  [School] Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) campaigned for the measure and will now lobby [decision-maker] to implement the will of the student body.

“Students should not be punished more harshly for using marijuana – a drug that has never caused an overdose death – than for using alcohol, a much more dangerous drug,” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP. 

Many [school] faculty members agree. “The university’s excessive penalties, while intended to protect students, are actually forcing them to make more dangerous choices,” said [supportive professor]. “Marijuana is much less likely than alcohol to lead to violence, sexual assault, and injuries.”
Drinking by college students contributes to an estimated 1,400 student deaths, 500,000 injuries and 70,000 cases of sexual assaults each year, according to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.
[percent]% of students voting in today’s student government elections approved the measure, which called on the university to “[short excerpt from the initiative language].”  The question was placed on the ballot [by the student government/after SSDP collected X signatures].

For the full text of the ballot question and for more information visit [campaign website]

Students for Sensible Drug Policy, a national organization with college and high school chapters, is committed to providing education on harms caused by the War on Drugs, working to involve youth in the political process, and promoting an open, honest, and rational discussion of alternative solutions to our nation's drug problems.
#       #       #

(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)




