To the Editor:

As a [school] student, I’m appalled that the university reserves the right to punish students for behavior that occurs off campus.  

While administrators clearly have a responsibility to hold students accountable for their behavior on campus and at school-sponsored events, they have no right to pry into students’ lives beyond the boundaries of school-related activity.

Administrators’ jurisdiction should end at the campus border.  How would [decision-maker] like it if we followed [him/her] home and monitored [his/her] behavior during off-hours?  Probably not very much at all.

Administrators should stop wasting resources looking for extra reasons to punish students, and should instead focus on fulfilling the university’s educational mission.

Students who want to stop the university from invading our off-campus lives can contact me at [e-mail address or phone number] and come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.)
