To the Editor:

As a [school] student, I’m appalled that the university treats students like children by calling our parents on us when administrators think we’re misbehaving.  The overwhelming majority of students here are over 18 and are legal adults.  It’s offensive and inappropriate that university officials can call home to mom and dad to tattle on us.

In addition to being unfair, the policy could put students who have serious alcohol or other drug problems at greater risk.  Such students may be hesitant to seek help from on-campus drug and alcohol counselors out of fear that their parents will be notified.  And that means more distress for these already-troubled students.

[Decision-making body or person] should immediately overturn [school]’s parental notification policy.  Why can’t students be treated with the basic respect that all adults deserve?

Students who want to see to it that this policy is changed can contact me at [e-mail address or phone number] and come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.)
