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                       Tom Angell, SSDP National – (202) 293-4414 or tom@ssdp.org

[School] Students Vote to Overturn Parental Notification Drug Policy

Students Tell Administration to Stop Tattling to Parents

CITY, ST – Students at [school] voted overwhelmingly in yesterday’s student government elections to demand the administration stop calling the parents of adult students caught with drugs on campus.  [School] Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) campaigned for the measure and will now lobby [decision-maker] to implement the will of the student body.

“Students are offended that administrators treat us like little children by tattling to our parents,” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP.  “The overwhelming majority of students are legal adults over age 18.  The administration has no business meddling in our family affairs.”

Many [school] faculty members agree.  “In addition to being unfair, the policy could put students who have serious alcohol or other drug problems at even greater risk,” said [supportive professor].  “Some students with drug abuse issues might be hesitant to go to on-campus counselors for help, out of fear that their parents will be notified.  And that means more distress for these already-troubled students.”
[percent]% of students voting in today’s student government elections approved the measure, which called on the university to “[short excerpt from the initiative language].”  The question was placed on the ballot [by the student government/after SSDP collected X signatures].

For the full text of the ballot question and for more information visit [campaign website]

Students for Sensible Drug Policy, a national organization with college and high school chapters, is committed to providing education on harms caused by the War on Drugs, working to involve youth in the political process, and promoting an open, honest, and rational discussion of alternative solutions to our nation's drug problems.
#       #       #


(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)

