To the Editor:

As a [school] student concerned with the serious problem of drunk driving, I’d like to urge the administration to enact a designated driver “safe ride” program.  

According to the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 2.1 million college students drive while under the influence of alcohol every year.  To address this alarming reality, the university should implement a lifesaving safe ride program that provides transportation to inebriated students who would otherwise drive while intoxicated.  

The program will act as a safety net to ensure that students who drink don’t put themselves or other people at risk of being seriously injured or killed in preventable car accidents.

Some critics might say that such a program would encourage student drinking.  But those people, not unlike ostriches burying their heads in the sand, are simply ignoring reality: many college students do drink, and some of them drive afterwards. Instead of shutting our eyes to the truth, let’s acknowledge it and respond accordingly so that we can reduce the harm associated with drinking.

Students who want to encourage the university to save students’ lives can contact me at [e-mail address or phone number] and come to our coalition meeting at [meeting location] on [meeting day] at [time].

Sincerely,


[name]

[title]

[organization]

[full address]

[phone number]

[e-mail address]

[campaign or organization website]

(Note to activists: This letter is provided only as an example.  Do not submit it exactly as it is written. Newspapers generally require that all letters are original material and haven't been printed in other papers.  A letter structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own letters.)



