[image: image1.jpg]Students for Sensible Drug Policy

1623 Connecticut Avenue NW
Suite 300

Washingion, DC 20000
Phone: 202/ 2034414

Fax: 002) 203834

wwowr. DARE generation.com




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [date]                                                                                         CONTACT: [Activist Name], [school] SSDP – (xxx) xxx-xxxx or xxxxxxxx@xxxx.edu

                       Tom Angell, SSDP National – (202) 293-4414 or tom@ssdp.org

[School] Student Government Calls On Administration to Save Students’ Lives

Students Demand “Safe Ride” Program to Stop Drunk Driving

CITY, ST – The [school] [student government] called on the school’s administration last night to reduce drunk driving by enacting a “safe ride” program that provides free transportation to inebriated students.  [School] Students for Sensible Drug Policy (SSDP) lobbied the student government to endorse the program and will now pressure [decision-maker] to set aside funding for it.
“Every year, 2.1 million college students drive while under the influence of alcohol.  To address this alarming reality, the university should implement a lifesaving safe ride program that ensures students don’t unnecessarily put themselves or others at risk when they drink,” said [activist], [title] of [school] SSDP.  “The program will act as a safety net and prevent deadly car accidents.”

Many [school] faculty members agree.  “Critics say that these programs encourage student drinking.  But those people, not unlike ostriches burying their heads in the sand, are simply ignoring reality: many college students do drink, and some of them drive afterwards,” said [supportive professor].  “Instead of shutting our eyes to the truth, let’s join the growing number of universities around the country in acknowledging reality and responding accordingly so that we can reduce the harm associated with drinking.”

For the full text of the student government resolution and for more information visit [campaign website]

Students for Sensible Drug Policy, a national organization with college and high school chapters, is committed to providing education on harms caused by the War on Drugs, working to involve youth in the political process, and promoting an open, honest, and rational discussion of alternative solutions to our nation's drug problems.
#       #       #


(Note to activists: This release is provided only as an example. A release structured like this one may not be appropriate for all situations, but feel free to use it as a model for writing your own releases.)

