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Top Ten Reasons 


to Join SSDP





10. You'll become an effective political activist by learning how to advocate for an end to the War on Drugs.


9. You'll learn how drug policy relates to other issues such as health care, education, the economy, civil liberties, racial injustice, international politics, and human rights.


8. You'll learn how to assert and protect your rights during a police encounter.


7. You'll become a “go-to” expert on drug policy on your campus and in your community.


6. You’ll become a part of a growing network of young activists who represent THE FUTURE of drug policy reform.


5. You'll learn how to effectively change drug policies in your school and in your community, and make a lasting difference in people’s lives. 


4. You’ll learn about current issues in drug policy from world-renowned experts at SSDP’s annual International Conference.


3. You'll become part of a network of SSDP members from across the world, including Australia, Canada, Nigeria, the United Kingdom and the United States.


2. You'll be empowered by accomplishing meaningful political changes YOU create with the tools and resources provided by SSDP.


1. If you don't stand up against injustice, who will?











We Will Be Heard!


Representing the millions of young people who agree the War on Drugs has failed, Students for Sensible Drug Policy provides a powerful and critical voice to the public dialog on drug policy. As a generation misled by D.A.R.E. propaganda and abstinence-only drug education, our movement promotes science-based policies that reduce harms associated with drug use.  While many claim it is meant to virtuously protect young people, we know the Drug War is ineffective, expensive, and unjust, particularly for those it was meant to protect – the youth.
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SSDP’s Recent Accomplishments


• Forced Congress to scale back the Higher Education Act Aid Elimination Penalty, which has prevented over 225,000 would-be students with drug convictions from receiving financial aid. SSDP mobilized 125 student governments to voice their opposition to the unjust policy, and because of these efforts, students who were convicted before attending college are now able to receive federal financial aid.


• Defeated the Department of Education in a lawsuit seeking information about the number of students who have lost financial aid due to drug convictions in each state. When the DoE sought to make SSDP pay an exorbitant sum to obtain the information, we sued, and The New York Times editorialized on SSDP’s behalf.


• Mobilized student activists in SSDP chapters nationwide to reform campus, local, and state drug policies. Many SSDP chapters have been instrumental in enacting policy change at the local level and state levels, including the enactment of state medical marijuana laws in Michigan and Rhode Island, and marijuana decriminalization in Massachusetts.


• Participated in the High Level Segment of the United Nations annual Committee on Narcotic Drugs meeting in Vienna, Austria, and helped to draft recommendations for the UN Office on Drugs and Crime’s next ten-year plan.


• Organizes an annual international conference where hundreds of students from across the globe gather to learn about drug policy, network with peers, build organizing and advocacy skills, and form lasting relationships. 


Join Students for Sensible Drug Policy and work towards more rational and humane drug policies—on your campus, in your community, and in your country.





www.SchoolsNotPrisons.com








SSDP’s Mission & Values





Mission Statement: Students for Sensible Drug Policy is an international grassroots network of students who are concerned about the impact drug abuse has on our communities, but who also know that the War on Drugs is failing our generation and our society. SSDP mobilizes and empowers young people to participate in the political process, pushing for sensible policies to achieve a safer and more just future, while fighting back against counterproductive Drug War policies, particularly those that directly harm students and youth.





Values Statement: Students for Sensible Drug Policy neither encourages nor condemns drug use. Rather, we seek to reduce the harms caused by drug abuse and drug policies. As young people, we strive toward a just and compassionate society where drug abuse is treated as a health issue instead of a criminal justice issue. We recognize that the very real harms of drug abuse are not adequately addressed by current policies and we advocate measures that would effectively help those who develop drug problems. Yet, we also believe that individuals must ultimately be allowed to make decisions for themselves as long as their actions do not infringe upon anyone else’s freedoms or safety.





Because the War on Drugs has historically been justified as necessary to protect youth, it is our responsibility as young people stop this harmful war from being waged in our names any longer. As scholars, we seek solutions to society's drug problems through focused research, honest dialogue, and informed debate, instead of unquestioned extremism, punishment, and propaganda.








SSDP’s National Campaigns





• Higher Education Act (ssdp.org/campaigns/hea)


In 1998, Congress passed the Aid Elimination Penalty, an amendment to the Higher Education Act, which prevents students with drug convictions from receiving federal financial aid.  Since then, nearly 200,000 students have lost their financial aid.


SSDP has fought for its repeal ever since, and in 2006, Congress scaled back the law, so now it applies only to students who were in school at the time of their convictions.  While thousands of students will be helped by this partial victory, it’s still not enough.


SSDP and the ACLU sued the Department of Education in federal court, and we’re continuing to pressure Congress to repeal the law altogether.  





• Campus Change (ssdp.org/campaigns/ccc)


The Campus Change Campaign is designed to help student activists change punitive prohibitionist policies on their own campuses, so they can keep their peers safe from these harmful and ineffective punishments.  


Each campus climate is unique.  Chapters can tackle dorm policies, the disparity between punishments for marijuana violations and underage drinking, parental notification for drug infractions, or other policies.


Running campaigns on campus helps activists hone the skills they need to take their advocacy to the next level, making change in the larger community.





• Good Samaritan/Medical Amnesty (ssdp.org/campaigns/srp)


Good Samaritan Policies are life-saving measures that enable people to make responsible decisions by shielding them from punishment when they call for medical help during an emergency relating to alcohol or other drugs. The existence of a Good Samaritan Policy is essential to ensuring that people are able to stay alive and receive help when they are in trouble.








SSDP’s Grassroots Structure 


 


While SSDP’s has offices based in San Francisco, CA, and Washington, DC, we have over 125 chapters across the U.S., in addition to chapters in Australia, Canada, Nigeria, and the U.K. Any student can start a campus chapter of SSDP. To find out if there’s a chapter at your school, please visit ssdp.org/chapters.


 


Chapters embody the mission and values of SSDP (ssdp.org/about) and work on national campaigns, but they are essentially autonomous groups. Chapters establish their own agendas and pay no dues. 


 


Our national staff can help you decide which issues you want to tackle, based on the unique drug policy climate at your school, and the talents and interests of your members. We can also help book speakers and plan events, and we can give advice about how to obtain funding, work with administrators, do media outreach, plan campaigns and build support for YOUR issues. (ssdp.org/staff)


 


Each year, representatives from SSDP’s chapters gather for our annual conference, where students network, share strategies, socialize, and sharpen their drug policy reform skills. The conference is also a time when chapters deliberate and vote on SSDP’s national agenda during the SSDP Congress, as well as SSDP’s student-run Board of Directors. 


 


To find out more about how to get involved in SSDP, visit


ssdp.org/students











To get involved with your campus chapter of SSDP, contact: 














You can also join our Facebook group!!  








