CALL 911 GOOD SAMARITAN POLICIES 
Call 911 Good Samaritan Policies (also known as Medical Amnesty Policies) are life-saving measures that enable people to make responsible decisions by shielding them from punishment when they call for medical help during an emergency relating to alcohol or other drugs. Since the threat of punitive policies can often cause hesitation during confusing and stressful party situations, the existence of a Call 911 Good Samaritan Policy is essential to ensuring that people are able to stay alive and receive help when they are in trouble.

According to SSDP’s research, there are more than 200 colleges and universities with some for of a 911 Good Samaritan Policy 200 colleges and universities with some form of a 911 Good Samaritan Policy on the books. More than half of these policies cover situations involving all substances, while just under half cover only those involving alcohol.

At least 11*** states have enacted some form of Good Samaritan legislation. Five states grant limited immunity from prosecution for possession of controlled substances for people who seek or obtain medical assistance during an overdose, including New Mexico (2007), Washington (2010), New York Connecticut (2011), and Illinois (2012).  Four other states extend limited immunity with regard to underage alcohol consumption and possession, including Colorado (2005), New Jersey (2009), Texas and Pennsylvania (2011). New Mexico and Washington, in addition to Alaska (2008), Maryland (2009), and Utah (2010), also consider the seeking of medical assistance during an alcohol or other drug-related overdose a mitigating factor at sentencing for certain offenses.  A number of other states are considering Good Samaritan laws, including Rhode Island, Michigan, Massachusetts, California, Hawaii, and Florida.

Since Students for Sensible Drug Policy launched its Campus Change Campaign in 2005, we have played an integral role in the growing trend of Call 911 Good Samaritan Policies across the country. SSDP chapters that have recently worked with their schools to pass the policies include the College of William & Mary, Franklin Pierce University, University of Connecticut, University of Maryland, Ithaca College, Columbia University and University of Georgia.
*** See New Mexico Statute 30-31-27.1 (Overdose prevention; limited immunity); See Revised Code of Washington 69.50.315 (Medical assistance – Drug-related overdose – Naloxone – Prosecution for possession); See Laws of New York Section 220.78 (Witness or Victim of Drug or Alcohol Overdose); See Connecticut Public Act No. 11-210 (House Bill No. 6554); See Colorado Revised Statute Title 18 – Article 13 – Section 122; See New Jersey Statute 2C:33-15, s. 1(f); See Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, Section 106.04(e); See Pennsylvania Statute Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) – Section 6308(f) (Exception for Person Seeking Medical Attention for Another); See Alaska Statute Section 12.55.155(d)(19); See Maryland Statute – Criminal Procedure – Section 1-210; See Utah Code Title 32B-Chapter 4-Section 210.
