PEER EDUCATION PROGRAM
SSDP Peer Education Program (Rolling out April 2016!)
Students for Sensible Drug Policy believes that students should be an overall part of any campus prevention and intervention strategy.  Our SSDP Peer Education program seeks to empower students in our network to analyze the relationship between drug policy and drug use by providing evidence-based drug information, teaching students to recognize and address dangerous behaviors and unhealthy attitudes, and promoting prosocial and harm reduction oriented behaviors and attitudes.

 

SSDP is in a uniquely qualified position to do so because:

Students turn to their peers first when they encounter and experiment with drug use. SSDP can meet students where they are.

SSDP does not condone nor condemn drug use, but seeks to reduce drug-related harms both personally and in their campus communities.

SSDP complements existing campus health and wellness programs, and fills in important gaps when it comes to open and honest discussion of drug policy. SSDP peer educators are able to challenge and critique campus policy and culture in ways that campus administration often cannot. While campus programs seek to change individual behavior, SSDP can change campus culture.
· SSDP students have a unique perspective on the relationship between campus drug policy and campus drug use culture. Sensible drug education must acknowledge how drug policy and culture shapes attitudes and behaviors.
 

Federal cannabis prohibition is at its end, but sensible drug policy is more relevant than ever. The United States has just ended a significant portion of the War on Drugs with the increasing approval and enactment of cannabis legalization. However, we as a society need to take time to recover – mentally, emotionally and physically – from our failed drug policies, relearn why we started this fight in the first place, and reflect on what values we should hold about drug policy and drug use culture as we move forward. SSDP peer education will further the mission, vision, and values of the organization by promoting education, not incarceration!

 
Goals for SSDP Peer Education Program
· To promote open and honest dialogue around drug use, drug policy and drug culture

· To reduce drug-related harms through a lens of love, rather than stigma or punishment

· Convey factual information about drugs, including how to access further resources

· Convey factual information about drug policy, including how to access further resources
 
SSDP Peer Educators achieve this goal through three primary activities
· Facilitating small-group educational programs in residence halls, in fraternities and sororities, for other student groups and high schools, and during Orientation Week

· Providing students with informal counseling and professional referrals
· Planning campus-wide events in collaboration with other student groups, academic departments or community organizations
