SSDP PSYCHADELIC LEGALIZATION TOOLKIT
What are psychedelics?
Entheogens, or psychedelics, are part of a wider class of psychoactive drugs commonly known ashallucinogens, a class that also includes mechanistically unrelated substances such as dissociatives anddeliriants. Entheogens means “god-within” or “spirit-facilitating,” and has been considered a more appropriate term to describe these substances by many scholars, who feel that the term “psychedelic” connotes negative “psychological and clinical paradigms that are socio-culturally loaded from its 1960s roots (Tupper 2002:500).” Many of these plants and substances have been used in traditional rituals across various cultures and religions throughout time. Entheogens include MDMA, LSD, psilocybin, ayahuasca,peyote and more.

This toolkit is intended to serve as a preliminary guide for policy reform for the wide range of substances that are considered entheogens. Given the wide range of effects that each of these substances can have, the regulatory models for each of these substances will look very different. Below, we have used MDMA as an example to serve as a starting point. While some of the arguments for legalizing MDMA apply to other entheogens, keep in mind that not all of these arguments apply to all of these psychedelic drugs.
